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A West Valley City man has pleaded not guilty to killing and
robbing a friend last November.

Trial date for the defendant, Dean Paul Thornburg, 19, is pending. At the request of
defense attorney Stott Harston, 4th District Judge George E. Ballif on Friday
postponed setting a trial date until next week.Thornburg is charged with capital
homicide in the shooting death of Sidney Yamasaki, 32, Tremonton. Hikers found
Yamasaki's body Nov. 15 above Pleasant Grove's Kiwanis Park in Battle Creek
Canyon.

An autopsy report says the victim died from two gunshot wounds to the chest.
Thornburg - also charged with aggravated robbery, a first-degree felony, and auto
burglary, a second-degree felony - is accused of stealing the victim's four-wheel-drive
vehicle and robbing him of several hundred dollars after shooting him to death.
Thornburg was arrested Nov. 18 and was bound over to 4th District Court following a
preliminary hearing in American Fork. At Harston's request, however, a second
preliminary hearing was held last month, with Thornburg being bound over a second
time.




